
From the Golden Gate to the Ha’penny, Building Bridges 
Jim Weixel, IABANC Vice President

I was fortunate to be able to introduce the Irish American Bar Association of Northern California 
to several representatives of the Irish legal and academic communities during a recent trip to 
Ireland. The news of our Association’s establishment and our goals of linking the Irish and 
Northern California legal communities was met with resounding enthusiasm. 

Upon my arrival, I was welcomed by David Carthy, Esq., a partner at the major Dublin law firm 
of William Fry, who had met several of our board members on a recent trip to San Francisco. We 
discussed how the Association can be a resource for Irish attorneys and firms who wish to 
establish a presence in Northern California, as William Fry will do upon opening their San 
Francisco office later this year. Mr. Carthy and his colleagues also graciously referred me to a 
number of their contacts in the Law Society of Ireland (the governing body for solicitors), King’s 
Inns (the training institution for Irish barristers), and other institutions of the local bench and bar. 

IABANC Vice President Jim Weixel with Dr. Brian Tobin, NUI Galway School of Law

After a weekend in Carrick-on-Shannon in County Leitrim, I met Professor Brian Tobin of the 
National University of Ireland at Galway’s School of Law. We discussed NUI Galway’s 
eagerness to expand its partnerships in the American legal community, and the Association’s 
desire to further that goal. Dr. Tobin, who lectures in the areas of family law and human rights, 
related his students’ interest in the American legal system and community, and expressed his 
great willingness to work with the Association to create opportunities for Irish law students to 
intern in California law firms and courts. Dr. Tobin even extended a gracious invitation for me to 
deliver a lecture to his students on the American legal system on a future trip to Galway.



(L-R) Mr. Ray Friel, Senior Lecturer and Director of Research, University of Limerick School of Law; Dr. Kathryn 
O’Sullivan, Chair of the International Education Committee; Jim Weixel, IABANC Vice President; and Prof. Shane 
Kilcommins, Head of the School of Law

The next day, I was welcomed at the University of Limerick School of Law. Prof. Shane 
Kilcommins, Head of the School of Law, and several of his colleagues hosted a luncheon at 
Plassey House, UL’s historic presidential mansion. I was very encouraged to hear of the School’s 
extensive connections with international legal communities. Prof. Kilcommins and his faculty 
expressed their desire to forge a working partnership with the Association, and invited us to plan 
future programs and conferences in cooperation with the School and members of the California 
and Irish legal communities. After our luncheon I was treated to a tour of campus by Mr. Eddie 
Keane, a lecturer in the School’s commercial and labor law curriculum and the advisor of the 
School’s Moot Court program. Later that evening, a number of us met again at a steakhouse in 
downtown Limerick and continued our discussion about fostering future collaboration between 
UL and the Association, as well as the many American companies that have opened operations in 
the Mid-West of Ireland in recent years. 

On my last full day in Ireland, I met with Prof. Joseph McMahon, Dean of University College of 
Dublin’s Sutherland School of Law, and Dr. Oonagh Breen, Senior Lecturer and Head of Alumni 
and Career Development. Prof. McMahon and Dr. Breen recounted Sutherland’s many 
international pursuits, and we discussed how Association might be of assistance in growing a 
solid relationship between our respective legal and academic communities. Sutherland is 
especially active in the area of alumni relations and business opportunities, and Prof. McMahon 
and Dr. Breen regard the Association as a significant resource for the school’s pursuits going 
forward.

These contacts will prove invaluable for the Association going forward. We intend to establish 
internship programs for placing Irish law students among the Northern California legal 
community. We are also developing a number of programs and conferences to create business 



connections between Irish and Californian attorneys, and to improve the exchange of legal 
services between Ireland and the Bay Area. The introductions I had in Ireland were a great start 
for those efforts, and all of us on your board are looking forward to seeing these endeavors come 
to fruition.


